An Abbreviated Bibliography on China

Travel writing about China

· River Town:  Two Years on the Yangtze by Peter Hessler, Harper Collins, 2001.  Hessler taught English in China in an old village in the mid-1990s when it could only be hoped that the new economic policies would result in prosperity.  He documents the lives of four Han students.  

· A Season in Red: My Great Leap Forward in the New China by Kirsty Needham, Crows Nest, NSW:  Allen & Unwin, 2006.  The personal story of a woman who travels to Beijing to live and work as a journalist.

· The Last Days of Old Beijing: Life in the Vanishing Backstreets of a City Transformed by Michael Meyer, Walker and Company, 2008.  This story paints a romantic portrait of a time and place quickly being lost in China while describing a cast of local characters. 

· Shark’s Fin and Sichuan Pepper: A Sweet-Sour Memoir of Eating in China by Fuchsia Dunlop, W.W. Norton, 2008.  A single woman travels in China and learns the culinary techniques, aesthetics, and philosophy of Chinese cooking and eating.

· Smoke and Mirrors: An Experience of China by Pallavi Aiyar, Eastern Book Corporation, 2008.  The first Indian foreign correspondent to be stationed in China reflects on the relationship between the two countries based on her talks with villagers, small traders, economic migrants, CEOs, and think-tank wonks.

· Frontiers of Heaven: A Journey to the End of China by Stanley Stewart, Lyons Press, 2004, a reprint of a work published in 1995.  A travel writer sweeps across China, covering as much territory as possible.

· Fried Eggs with Chopsticks: One Woman’s Hilarious Adventure into a Country and a Culture not Her Own by Polly Evans, Delta Trade, 2006.  A woman travels by all means of transportation and with little preparation throughout China.   
· Lost on Planet China:  The Strange and True Story of One Man’s Attempt to Understand the World’s Most Mystifying Nation, or How He Became Comfortable Eating Live Squid by J. Maarten Troost, Broadway Books, 2008.  Another travel writer does the extended tour of China delivering a witty warts-and-all overview.

· Oracle Bones: A Journey Between China’s Past and Present  by Peter Hessler, Harper Collins, 2006.  This montage combines the personal stories of four students struggling in the new Chinese economy; featurettes about a Uyghur man, a Chinese movie star, and a Development Zone; brief riffs on external and political events; and the archaeological and anthropological story of oracle bones.

· China Road: A Journey into the Future of a Rising Power by Rob Gifford, Random House, 2007.  NPR’s London correspondent travels 3,000 miles across China in search of an answer to the question:  Where is China heading?  He reports on a country rich in contradictions and a populace that is resilient, entrepreneurial, and desperate to grab opportunities before they disappear.  

· Out of Mao’s Shadow: The Struggle for the Soul of a New China by Philip Pan, Simon & Schuster, 2008.  A reporter profiles Chinese citizens who are trying to bring positive change to China by standing up to the Chinese government.

Books specifically about Uyghur people and Xinjiang province in China


· Oasis Identities: Uyghur Nationalism Along China’s Silk Road by Justin Jon Rudelson, Columbia University Press, 1998.

· Dislocating China: Muslims, Minorities, and Other Subaltern Subjects by Dru C. Gladney, University of Chicago Press, 2004.

· Autonomy in Xinjiang: Han Nationalist Imperatives and Uyghur Discontent by Gardner Bovingdon, East-West Center, Washington, 2004.

· Islam in China: Hui and Uyghurs Between Modernization and Sinicization by Jean A. Berlie, White Lotus, 2004. 

· Xinjiang: China’s Muslim Borderland (Studies of Central Asia and the Caucasus) by S. Frederick Starr (ed.), M.E. Sharpe, 2004.

· Wild West China: The Taming of Xinjiang by Christian Tyler, Rutgers University Press, 2004.
· The Xinjiang Conflict: Uyghur Identity, Language Policy, and Political Discourse by Arienne M. Dwyer, East-West Center, Washington, 2005.

· Silk Road to Ruin: Is Central Asia the New Middle East? by Ted Rall and Ahmed Rashid, Nantier Beall Minoustchine Publishing, 2006.

· Power Shift: China and Asia’s New Dynamics by David Shambaugh, University of California Press, 2006.

· Islam after Communism: Religion and Politics in Central Asia by Adeeb Khalid, University of California Press, 2007.

· Eurasian Crossroads: A History of Xinjiang by James A. Millward, Columbia University Press, 2007.

· Rising Star: China’s New Security Diplomacy by Bates Gill, Brookings Institution Press, 2007.

· Under the Heel of the Dragon: Islam, Racism, Crime, and the Uighur in China by Blaine Kaltman, Ohio University Press, 2007.

